[The isolation and study of the characteristics of a cytopathic strain of the hepatitis A virus].
A fast-growing cytopathic isolate of human hepatitis A virus (strain MB-7) was derived from fecal samples of infected patients and adapted to growth in FRhK-4 cell culture. A positive serum standard against HAV and electron microscopy were used to demonstrate that MB-7 belonged to human hepatitis A virus. The strain MB-7 induced plaque formation in FRhK-4 under agar overlay after 10-12 days of incubation. The PCR products of gene VP1 were cloned in E. coli and its primary structure was determined. MB-7 was shown to have more homology with HAV strains isolated in the USA and China.